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SUBJECT: DEPLOYMENT OF STAB ALLOY MUNITIONS FOR A- 10 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 ROME 16695 071706Z 

REF: (A) STATE 221419, (B) STATE 221420, (C) STATE 224174 

1 . SUMMARY. EMBASSY OFFICERS DISCUSSED CONTENTS REFTELS WITH 
ADMIRAL MAININI, CHIEF OF CABINET, MOD, AND WITH MINISTER 
BRUNO BOTTAL, VICE DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN MFA. 

BOTH THOUGH GOI WOULD PROBABLY DECIDE NOT TO OBJECT TO DEPLOYMENT 
IN ITALY OF STABALLOY PROJECTILES, BUT CONCERN WAS VOICED 
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ABOUT PROPOSED PUBLIC DISCLOSURE. ALSO, ADMIRAL MAININI 
THOUGH RADIOACTIVE LABELS ON PROJECTILE CONTAINERS 
SHOULD BE COVERED UP. END SUMMARY. 

2. ADMIRAL MAININI, THOUGH OPTIMISTIC ABOUT CHANCES OF MOD'S 
SUPPORT FOR GOI APPROVAL, MENTIONED TWO PARAS OF POTENTIAL 
DIFFICULTY. 

3. CONCERNING PUBLIC DISCLOSURE, HE THOUGH THE LESS SAID 
TO THE PRESS THE LESS DANGER THERE WOULD BE THAT 
DEPLOYMENT OF PROJECTILES IN ITALY WOULD CAUSE 

PROBLEMS FOR GOI. IT WAS CLEAR THAT HE THOUGHT THE MOD WOULD 
PREFER NO PRESS RELEASE AT ALL. AT MOST HE THOUGH AN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEPLOYMENT OF A-10'S WAS SUFFICIENT. THERE 
WAS NO NEED IN HIS VIEW TO PUBLICLY AIR QUESTION OF AMMUNITION 
TO BE USED BY THE WEAPON CARRIED BY THE AIRCRAFT. 

4. THE OTHER POTENTIAL SOURCE OF TROUBLE MAININI SAW WAS 
RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS LABEL ON PROJECTILE CONTAINERS. HE 
ASSUMED THAT AT SOME STAGE IN THE HANDLING OF THESE 
CONTAINERS, THEIR LABELS WOULD BE SEEN BY ITALIAN CIVILIANS; CON- 
SEQUENTLY, HE RECOMMENDED THAT IF POSSIBLE PROJECTILE 
CONTAINERS BE ENCLOSED IN AN ADDITIONAL LAYER OF PACKAGING. 

5. ADMIRAL MAININI WAS CONFIDENT THAT IF THESE TWO AREAS 

OF CONCERN COULD BE DEALT WITH SATISFACTORILY, MOD WOULD BE 
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UNLIKELY TO RAISE ANY OBJECTION TO ENTRY OF STAB ALLOY 
PROJECTILES INTO ITALY. IF NOT, HOWEVER, HE THOUGH THE 
MATTER MIGHT HAVE TO BE CONSIDERED MORE CAREFULLY. HE 
SUGGESTED EMBASSY RAISE MATTER AGAIN AFTER HIS RETURN 
(ABOUT SEPTEMBER 18) FROM ACCOMPANYING MINISTER OF DEFENSE 
RUFFINI ON LATTER'S VISIT TO US. 

6. BOTTAI WAS ALSO GUARDEDLY OPTIMISTIC THAT GOI WOULD 
NOT OBJECT PROPOSED PROJECTILE DEPLOYMENT, BUT HE, TOO, 

EXPRESSED SOME MISGIVINGS ABOUT PUBLIC DISCLOSURE. NOTING, 
HOWEVER, THAT PROPOSED PRESS REEF. ASF. MIGHT NOT SPECIFICALLY 
MENTION ITALY, HE THOUGHT GOI MIGHT FIND IT NECESSARY 
OBJECT TO IT, ASSUMING, OF COURSE, THAT NO FURTHER PRESS 
STATEMENT WOULD BE ISSUED WHEN PROJECTILES ARE EVENTUALLY 
INTRODUCED INTO ITALY. 

7. COMMENT. ALTHOUGH CHANCES SEEM FAIRLY GOOD AT THIS STAGE THAT 
GOI WILL NOT OBJECT TO STAB ALLOY PROJECTILE DEPLOYMENT IN ITALY, 
THERE IS ALWAYS THE POSSIBILITY THAT OBJECTIONS WILL BE RAISED 

AT UPPER LEVELS IN GOI. CHANCES OF A FAVORABLE OUTCOME 
WOULD BE ENHANCED BY MOST FORTHCOMING RESPONSE POSSIBLE TO 
RESERVATIONS (RE PUBLIC DISCLOSURE AND PACKAGING) EXPRESSED BY 
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ADMIRAL MAININI AND TO A LESSER EXTENT 

BY BOTTAI. IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, WE WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THIS RESPONSE 
BY SEPTEMBER 18 WHEN WE WILL AGAIN SEEK TO DISCUSS MATTER 
WITH MOD AND MFA IN THE HOPE OF OBTAINING A DEFINITIVE REPLY. 

8. DOD MAY WISH TO CONSIDER RAISING THIS MATTER WITH RUFFINI 
DURING THE LATTER’S VISIT TO WASHINGTON.HOLMES 


SECRET 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, MILITARY PLANS, ARTILLERY 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 sep 1978 
Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978ROME16695 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780364-0972 
Format: TEL 
From: ROME 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780993/aaaacywb.tel 

Line Count: 123 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 81fa6856-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION EUR 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 78 STATE 221419, 78 STATE 221420, 78 STATE 224174 

Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 20 may 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1518315 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: DEPLOYMENT OF STABALLOY MUNITIONS FOR A-10 SECRET SECRET 
TAGS: M I LI , MPOL, US, IT, NATO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/81fa6856-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



